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May 21, 2020 

 

Dear Families: 

I’m writing with an update about our school’s expansion plans for in-class instruction, as per the 
direction of the Government of BC, as well as to request some information from you that will assist us 
with a smooth transition to this next phase.  

INFORMATION WE NEED FROM YOU 

As a return to the school building is optional for families, in order for us to plan appropriately, we need 
to have a sense of how many students might return the week of June 1st. Please complete the survey 
found here by Monday, May 25th at 9 am. 

THE PROVINCIAL PLAN 

On May 15, the Government of BC announced an expanded return to in-class instruction across the 
province. 

• The expansion will begin June 1 in a gradual and controlled manner. School density targets 
have been established to ensure the number of students in the K-12 environment is 
manageable and aligns with public health guidance. With fewer students attending class on the 
same day, the start date for all students opting to return to school will occur during the week 
of June 1st.  Please wait to hear from us about days and times before sending your child to 
school. 

• For Kindergarten to Grade 5, most students will go to school two days per week. 

• For Grades 6 to 12, most students will go to school one day per week.   

• Families who decide not to send their children to class may continue remote learning from 
home. 

• While remote learning will continue to play a role in the education of students, we will be 
seeking a balance between virtual and face-to-face learning opportunities for children. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Our school, with the support of the District, is ensuring implementation of the latest guidelines, 
guidance, protocols and standards from the Provincial Health Officer, Ministries of Health and 
Education, as well as the Fraser Health Authority and WorkSafe BC. 

• It is critical for everyone’s health and well-being that children and staff who have common 
cold, influenza, or COVID-19 like symptoms must stay home. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LV7swROUrEqeab99Ida2QhnT79ZU-Y9MjiIEjf1yhYtUNDhIR0cyMlQwMVFSUDNFTzVVSjkzS05SOCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LV7swROUrEqeab99Ida2QhnT79ZU-Y9MjiIEjf1yhYtUNDhIR0cyMlQwMVFSUDNFTzVVSjkzS05SOCQlQCN0PWcu
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020PREM0026-000890
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020PREM0026-000890


 

• We are implementing further health and safety measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 
transmission. This includes vigilant cleaning, physical distancing and requiring everyone to 
clean their hands before entering the building, as per the measures advised by the Provincial 
Health Officer.  

CHILDREN OF ESSENTIAL SERVICE WORKERS  

Additional face-to-face opportunities from 9am to 3pm are also available for up to 5 days per 
week for the children of essential service workers (at their home school). This can be arranged 
upon request by the parent or caregiver of children who are in Kindergarten to Grade 5. This is 
also available for essential service workers’ children in Grades 6 and 7 who have a disability that 
precludes them from being home alone. 

Information about the definition of essential service workers can be found here on the Government of 
BC’s website.  

NEXT STEPS 

Following the survey close, we will be in touch to provide details about either the schedule for your 
child’s return to school or about arrangements for continued learning at home.  

If you indicate that your child will not be returning to school and your circumstances change after 
completing the survey, please contact me directly before sending your child to school.  

All of us here at Edmonds Community School are grateful for your partnership and patience, and we 
will be in touch soon with additional details. We’ve missed seeing you and look forward to welcoming 
students back into the building.  

All the very best, 

 

 

Sean Gaster 

Principal 

Edmonds Community School 
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