
PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

Dear Parents and Community Members,

As the first part of the school year comes to an end and as we start to look forward to a break for

the winter holidays, I would like to take the time to express my gratitude to all the Edmonds

Community including wishing all families that celebrate Christmas a Merry Christmas as well.

This has been a difficult time for all of us, but I feel that despite the adversity around COVID-19

we are a resilient community.  Many of our community members have been through difficult

times in the past and have come out on top.  For many of us, this has not come without sacrifice,

so we acknowledge the stress many of you are under this season. I know it has not been an easy

time.

Our Teachers and Educational Assistants have been working extremely hard to continue to offer

high quality learning experiences for your children.  Despite all the health restrictions that

prevent many of the activities and learning experiences normally organized, Teachers have

continued to look for different ways to instruct and engage your children.  Our Teachers have

shown tremendous flexibility, calmness, diligence around health and safety especially, and a

positive attitude regardless of the increased stress and workload that has been placed on them.  

I am personally extremely grateful for our Edmonds team. Our community office including our

Settlement Workers and school Secretarial staff have worked extremely hard to organize and

support many of our families with food security programs including the Food Hub and grocery

delivery for families that are self - isolating because of Covid-19.  Many of these families are

outside the Edmonds Community and we remain grateful that as a school we have resources

and relationships to share with others throughout our city. We have amazing partnerships with

faith groups, non-profits, sports organizations and many other community groups.  The

Community Office team fosters and nurtures these relationships, and I am appreciative for this.  

My office team keep me organized and the service they provide our families is over and above

the normal levels in most schools. To our families learning from home, we miss you and hope

that your experience with the school district transitional program was positive.  We look forward

to welcoming many of you back in January.  

To our families continuing with home learning, please know Edmonds staff are here and waiting

for your return when you feel you are ready. All families have different reasons for the learning

options they have chosen, and we support you with whatever choice this is. A special thank you

to our parents and your children. You have demonstrated patience as we change to meet the

health and safety guidelines. This has required parents to wait outside with their children in the

rain and cold, required flexibility with each other around drop off and pick-up procedures and it

has meant that you don’t have the same level of school/social contact you are used to.  We miss

seeing parents in the hallways, connecting with each other outside and volunteering to support

student learning within the school.  We know for many of you Edmonds is like a second home. 

 This season will pass, and we look forward to the time we can see you in our building again.

Supporting your children to be the best they can be and to help them learn both from their

successes and from their challenges in a supportive and caring way, remain a priority for us.  I

look forward to continuing this good work, even if it looks a little different for this year moving

forward. 

Respectfully, Sean Gaster, Principal

EDMONDS COMMUNITY SCHOOL

D E C EMB E R  N EWS L E T T E R   2 0 2 0



A MESSAGRE FROM

NADINE STACK  HEAD TEACHER

I will start with a huge thank you to the

Edmonds Community for welcoming

me to your community so warmly. I am

grateful to be a part of this school, it is

a fabulous place to be! We have had an

exciting couple of months at Edmonds.

Our cohort based recesses and lunches

are keeping everyone safe and the

students are doing an excellent job at

remembering their scheduled times for

using the field and playground areas. 

All classes are very respectful while

being served at hot lunch, waiting until

it is their cohort’s turn to get their food.

It is awesome to hear so many polite

words! 

The new playground gets used at recess

and lunch by Intermediate students,

but the Primaries do not miss out on all

of the fun. They regularly sign their

classes up during the day. We are so

lucky that the playground gets used by

the entire school.

We are so grateful to the Willingdon

Church for donating rain jackets to

every student. The Community Office

worked tirelessly with classroom

teachers to get the correct sizes. These

jackets will stay at school and help

keep everyone dry during our wet West

Coast winter. See attached photo of Div.

3, enjoying the playground in their new

jackets.

I cannot believe that December is here

already. I’m wishing you the very best of

the holiday season, take care and stay

safe. Have an excellent winter break!

Nadine Stack, Head Teacher
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