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Dear Families, 

 

 

Happy New Year! I hope that you had an opportunity to enjoy the holiday season. I’m 

writing to share what to expect when students return to full in-person instruction next week 

on Monday January 10, 2022. Staff have worked hard developing a plan to continue 

educational programming and keeping everyone safe.  

 

Functional Closures 

 

As you may have heard in the news this week, the Provincial Health Officer has warned 

businesses to expect as much as a third of their staff to be off sick with COVID-19 at any 

given time. Schools reflect what is happening in the community and – as Superintendent Gina 

Niccoli-Moen shared in her message to families last week – there is a possibility that, at some 

point, schools may not have enough staff to provide the required level of teaching, 

supervision, and/or custodial support to ensure the health and safety of students. If that 

happens, after consultation with the District, we may have what’s called a functional closure.  

 

We will do everything we can to keep our school open. If we do have to call a functional 

closure, I will be reaching out to let you know. Please ensure you are checking your email 

messages from the school, as depending on staff illness, it is possible you will receive a 

message in the morning impacting that same school day.  

 

If there is a functional closure, we will try to move to remote learning as quickly as we can, 

however depending on available staff, that may not happen the next day.  You should be 

receiving an email from your classroom teacher outlining their specific online learning 

plan.  If you have not received this email, please reach out to them directly.  Emails can 

be accessed through our school website at: 

 

 https://edmonds.burnabyschools.ca/staff/ 

 

I recognize that the pandemic has once again thrust a period of uncertainty on us all. Thank 

you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. You can learn more about functional 

closures on the front page of the district website here. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

Please read and review with your child the following health and safety measures that all 

students and families are expected to follow.     . . . . 2 
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Hand Cleanliness and Preventing Crowding 

 

Hands are washed or sanitized before and after every transition (before and after eating, 

playtime, music, gym etc.)  

 

We will continue to do the measures taken in September to minimize crowding. Students are 

to be dropped off and picked up outside, in their classroom lines. We encourage you to try to 

be on-time. Late students may be asked to wait outside for a brief period to be checked in by 

office staff.  

 

Parents 

 

In order to keep a safe distance, please wait on the field when dropping off or picking 

up your children.  Please be at least 30 feet back from the last child in line.  Gathering 

on the asphalt or along the perimeter of the building is not permitted.   Please wear a 

mask when talking to a staff member, even if outside. Masks are mandatory when inside 

the building. Please pick up your children at dismissal time. If you are late, they might 

have to wait outside to maintain social distancing in the office. Chronic tardiness will not 

be tolerated. 

 

Children walk with their class to receive hot lunch, they are supervised by the teacher while 

getting and eating their lunch. Children are also supervised by their teachers when exiting and 

entering the building for recess and lunch. This ensures social distancing in the hallways. 

Students know that there is a limited number of students allowed in the washroom and they 

line up if others are using the facilities. We have spread out children between the back and 

the front play areas at recess and lunch to maximize space and social distancing. This may 

mean that your child is on a different side of the school compared to start of school.  Teachers 

have reorganized their classroom seating arrangements to maximize social distancing.  

 

Many classes are doing outside gym activities and keeping windows and doors open for 

ventilation. We encourage all students to dress for the weather and come to school with a 

change of clothes. 

 

Visitors in Schools 

 

We are limiting access to the building to students, school staff, and essential adults who are 

directly supporting activities benefitting student learning and wellbeing. Please contact the 

school office should you wish to arrange a virtual appointment or ring the bell located outside 

the office window at the back of the school and we will do our best to help you in person.   

 

Masks, Maximizing Physical Distance, Hand Hygiene and Cleaning 

 

The following remains important:  

• Masks. A reminder that all visitors, students in all grades and all staff are required to 

wear a mask indoors at school.  

• Physical Distancing. We will continue our practice of maximizing physical distance 

where possible. At this stage in the pandemic many are understandably experiencing  
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• fatigue, and we thank you in advance for continuing to model physical distancing with 

other families while on school grounds. 

• Hand Hygiene. We will continue to encourage students to wash and/or sanitize their 

hands frequently. 

• Cleaning. Surfaces are cleaned and/or disinfected at least once a day. 

Daily Health Check 

 

It remains critical that all people continue to do the daily health check (found here) each 

morning to determine if they should come into the building that day. Your child’s teacher 

will do a Health Check with them each morning before entering the building. If they answer 

yes to any of the questions, they will be sent to our isolation room in the office to wait to 

be picked up.  Please do not send a child to school who is ill. 

 

School Notification Process and Rapid Tests 

 

As you may have heard in the announcement from the Provincial Government today, public 

health is no longer providing individual COVID-19 exposure notifications regarding schools. 

They shared that public health has transitioned to individual self-management (that is, 

individuals caring for themselves and engaging with health care providers when needed.) We 

are awaiting information about the role schools may play in public health’s rapid antigen 

testing strategy.  

 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming our students back and will continue to work 

with you to keep children safe.  

 

Sincerely,  

                 

 
 

Sean Gaster 

Principal Edmonds Community School 
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https://burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/daily-health-check-english.pdf

